22r. 30]                              WAESA.W                                      67

heads also. ... I should like, however, to ask him a
question or two. The calamities of his reign are so
variously related and variously attributed, and it is so
impossible for a stranger to learn, or for anyone per-
haps but himself to teach me the truth, that I fear
there must always remain some reserve in one's love or
pity. He comes into society as a private man, and if
any king can be as comfortable as his subjects, it is he.
Harriet's first introduction to him was on the high road.
We were in the Russian ambassador's carriage, and the
king was sitting with some Mends on a bench by the
side of the road. Our carriage was stopped, we got out,
and Harriet was introduced. They sat down with
several others on the bench. I, with some others, sat
on chairs immediately behind. A very pleasant con-
versation went on in French and English, which he
speaks equally well, for about half-an~hour. We then
went to the Russian ambassador's house, where we went
to sup. The king came there soon after. We all sat
down round a large card-table and conversed till supper
was served. I sat next him at supper, and was asked a
variety of questions respecting England, the House of
Commons, the character and abilities of the different
members, and the society of England, which showed
both a regard for the country and a thorough acquaint-
ance with it. We are invited to sup at his house to-
morrow, and despairing of anything better after it, we
propose to say, "Lord,now lettest thou thy servants
depart in peace/' and shall set out for Vienna on Mon-
day.'